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Article by Mary Hefiron

Call it ﬂambovance and you’ll get a

o

* stern lecture that flamboyance is not, in-»
~deed, what it is all about.

. Cali it colorfulness and, again, they’ll
say you haver’t got the whote picture.
But it doesn’t matter what they (in that
elite who represent we the peopie before
the judges and juries of our Ji liberty
and property) calt the way Mey
sent us,

ment came after the attorney referred to
“what the prosecutor said was an illegally
wiretapped conversation.

Those examples, the lawyers will say,

sure, they are (as one of them put it in
his best don’t-you-understand-anything-
at-all tone) ‘‘quote, flamboyant,
unqguote.”

But in fact, trial lawyers seem to have a

Wimam Vose

E

personality — they don‘t 1ake a safe ap-

" proach by Being nondpscrpt” T

And, he says, “these lawyers have very
strong, distinct personalities and charac-
ters that separate them from a person
who has a structured form.” But applying

-the word “flamboyant” to that style

bothers Troutman.
flamboyance, colorfulness, forceful-
ness = whatever you sall it, who are the.

When it comes down 10 the closing Yr-
gument, they .will not deny that thejr

- pwir persomalities, their styles, their man®

ners and their fooks have a ot to do with
our verdicts.

Any lawyer from Arnold Aach to Philip
Zyne will tell you there’s po”such thing
as Perry Mason. That kind "of stuff {dra-
“.matics? showmanship?), they say,sjust

doesn't happes) in the real world.

Except ..
O Except ‘for the- lawyer who lay on the

# aof afi O Couaiy COUKI«Gﬁm

couldn't have committed rape.
=P Y

utor. ~— ‘and subsequently: be-

«of an unofficial award:  Kaney, whp told about defense attorney
Norris D. Woonorh' s- “bikini..gyrations,” .

¢ state attorneys who

btkmn underpants. to prove his client

- except for the. defense Tawyei "
- - whothrew a chaie.across a courtroom at”

kind of ambivatence about the drama of
the courtroom — or at least about the
drama that they bring to it.

“| think we are blessed in Orange .

County with sont of an absence .of that
kind of activity,” says State Atiorney Rob-
ert agan. “it connotes in my mind an at-
tempt by rhetoric and action to help cre-
ate something that the evidence doesn’t
show, or suppress something that the

" evidence does show”
On the other hand, Eagan_allows,
“some._lawyers are. toosubdued. if they
‘tatk like Jimmy Carter

trial tawyers who have it?

judges, court cbservers and the lawyers
themselves honed in on 20 Orlando area
attorneys during a week of questioning
by a reporter. .

The verdict was far from unanimous —
the courthouse sampling, as might be ex-
pected, mostly turned up names of crimi-
nal trial lawyess.whose gases.leneihvomy. 2
selves to drama.

But the final dmmnu,r&syuth three |
defense attorneys and one prosecutor: .

“used to talk, they’re not gaing to impress
on the jury the points of the case.”
© ThE Tk, ﬁe says, is 16 be “forceful

shor

Tounty C"rcmi rudge Frank N.

. says such. ¢

wdgg“gst
ter P

“I've seen him bring tears to his eyes in.
“a’closing argument - for a chel
of stealing a car, says Assistant State At~
torney F, Wesley Blankner.

Sigman considers the trial ~an~art-—fmm—~"-——
that transcends any talk about flamboy-
ance or color. In fact, he says, so-called
‘color can be harmful: “A lawyer must
keep a low enough pmf»)e SO that isnot " -

rammg, though Slg* .
‘man would be the fast to say that the——
facts, ma’am, just the facts, are all that, w0
win in the courtroom.

Like good literatire of music ordrama,
Sigman says, a good trial must have “a
. good script, good charatters, pace, tim-
ining $RIPD,. chemistry.” .
Sigman gets jurors involved i hrs—cases
by suggesting to them, subtly, q‘“érly,—““'
the holes in the prosecution case.and by

remmding(hem—ebhqueb{rof—then—stake—;«éﬁ

inthe- it 1stice.

Michael Sigman has been on the stage,
both in college and. professionally, and

people who have watched h;m in the m
‘courtroom say it shows.

Sigman’s closing arguments - replete
with. philesophy,- history -and a goodly
d&se of . that old-time’ religion_=- are
e endary L

is.closing always starts off, “This casé
daubt

. "Eveg;yone who has walked fhe face of = -

_the Edrth shares sofpe commion ex :

“ience,” he says “ e defense “law
ust. brin,

common Expervmce...’rhere are. cyir

‘of which every one of us is capable.
Al olawvers read the same bodks;

to the sanie seminars.

th;ee quare §Iu e

-what_we -are 1alking-about —- 1l
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~ Attorneys
{ From poge 7|
“We have o make ihe juror come o
grips. with the peobldem, come 1o grips
wilh the fach that we are dealing with an-

ther human being. . come to grgs with
RarmseEll

Homslry v Bombedber

| Russell Hormsby (s, by anybody's
dedinition, & coloriul lawyes

"Russell W oa dramatist,” Tagan says
Mo argues long and lowd. He ranes ol-
jections in an sndigram, el man-
ner. . Russell can sneak up on you and
[T T

Horasky's Couriieom mannel fanges
betwoeen that of a Soulhem genileman ol
thie old_school and thal ol an swnging
angel whoowill sheed 1o smithersens any
witness who dares to say things that hun
s el

I g recent burglary and avdaull tial o
wolwing child wisitation rnghis, Hgsrmskby
Al began guestioning the wvictim's wile |I'|r

remaving his hall-moon glasses, smiling
putting her gl esie VGood  aliprnoan
T

Leess Ahan - hall an hour laler — aller he
Bai skiimed prosec iy odiged laens L e
11¢Iwng into the woman's presnous mare
B T T
area. W Uother mien in your lilg” — the
witness beeathed o weary “Thank, vouw,
jutdge” whien Homsby's questioning was
curtailed

wedding
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A day Tater, Homsby's cliem was
aCouil bed

Besides his bombastic téchnigque,
Hormsby is noted e his malapropisms
The anecdotes among Orange County
courthouse ohiervers abouwt® “Russel-
lrwima™ are legion

Thete was the lime, one siofy goet,
when Hormsby was representing the wife
in the inancial settlement of a divorce
case, ¥When the woman had finched -
lilying aboul hes money needs, Hormsby
remunded her o el the judge aboul
youl debentures” The womdn dooked

puzzled, and he added, "You know, yous

debentures — youwr testh ™

Anciher time, o'v sasd  that Hoirglhy
ponderously announced 1o the roun Lo
call his mexl witness "o the Fl|H||11- T
Hornsby confipmed thie “phore” call and
syt e dbean't semembier the debentune
b

Bur b tl:‘rnr'f nines That T never joke
i court” Troals, hee ways, are Lo serious
et thie cliend, and & pury s apn 1o resent a
Mippam atfnude

Hormdly sy his sirategy s (o immase
himsell in the Tacts, not to ge lor svmpa
thy {'that can bvawkiire”} wr iry 1o murder
wilnisses with waordi

Whial youw doonoyow pud all the facrs
liggetter anal presant Thom o the maost
Intelligern, TR
|uiry like a gosoed Fooibiall team
bl bbby ——iFee PrATIAET
ng your case s estremely imporiant

[ & TR 'r'IHJ.LIHIW the subjpect matier. o
I going 10 be ke & movie 1| can be 3
clive AA ora
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Vous e Vigorous

William C. Viose, sssisiand wtape! attor-
ney and former cop, & passionately com-
milted 10 prosecution, even though he
feels That sometimee can typecas] him as
a technician in a world of actors.

“The whaole system is made for defense
ationminyy that are more vocilerogs and
oulgoing and Il.aml'ml,-an'l_“ b LAY,
“Prosecutors: can't be flamboyany The
stale’s job n 1o do ustice not—just—to
wan

Baut with the next leath, e adds, “1%ve
lownd that every time | have leam in my
eyes @t my closing, "ve won the case

Vose his been known (o 1oss evidence
JHJiﬂ\I the wall in dnguﬂ and, on ong
oL as o, o band a Eun iooa dletenrlani
arwd make him show hosw he used o He
says be saves most of his “colos for the
crucial Hea'rinp;:. that take place bofore
the trial — the heanngs thal can decide
whial evidenoe will be hoard by tbg- jur",-

It weas an one such |1|,'.|rrr|a that he be-
gan feading Utianda oghis" oo s de-
lense anorney wha Vose says alluded 4o
doipg somethung illegal 1 lell then
said anoher detense lawynr who was
watching "1 didn't wan.

wilmess

“Hill does lend o get a |I'|||E carried
wway sormalimes,” says Eagam, his boss
TR Wiise arlmids thal what he ok
gy eless (o the systom’s Stacked

T Ly a,

into @ jury bow,"™ !.l'n- ane ltluml'p
land's energetic questioning of witnesses
once led a” federal judge 16 ask hl:rl e
Iower it a-decibiel orso.

“1 try to adopt a chameleon wn-drhrnl
— change colors,” Kirkland says ol his 4
Tourtroom-manmer— Not-to-fool-{prond ——
of persuate them or convinoe them,T h-ul
“to persuade the judges * ! [

In playinig 10 |h|-Jurun_, Lauw_-: same- 1
tamies fl:ngﬁ “the aweso puvdq‘ ol the
judge,” Kirkland says, b

"I rm m.lkm; a point balore * ihq jury ¢
witness wise, and the judge is back there
filing his nails or going 10" sleep, well}
then Ihr]ury foes (15 i.l"p"‘ .

I!I ol that point thal Kirkland throws |

sy _brcause 10 me wmning is Ih"!
RATTHE _rhm_-'__-. nui losing In the law, As
long & you're etffucal | there's na Poalds
“harred " L

Ainhatant stare al1|:l-rneyls n!rlutﬂl;lll','
Brve one ancthesan VEd Kirkland awidrd™
for wabor b tangling with. the namagaks”
Swha reponedly has the habit' ol wikhing
prosecutors” a good ""EI‘H..:. sloep allar
they have the dpdacity 1o oppose justice,
i the lorm of .'.|rr|-|JIII!a.I far hig clignd.

s g gur-fighting, hard  game and | "

WE T By (0 pae-
serve an accused person’s rghits, he has
Vilways Tel vhar the slate needs a wigor-
ous avocale

"When we're prOSBCUling felomy cases,
wit'vé playimg hardball ™ Vose says “Trial
facticy win a case Evidencé doesn’)
al wJu

Wirklard the Chameleon

There is 4 characternie pose thal wil-
nimses bieing queshoned by Bchward B
Kukland don't see That's becauie he
turrs his back o the witness stard when
e dloses. i = Iolding his s, puring his
ligs, scrunching s chn down nlo s
lapel

Bul ihough ihe witnesses don't ses o
they untoutiedly feel is eflect. When
Eklandd burrs b The weeclalon” seciion
ol the couriroom and astumes Thal

T gudrantes you I'm looking over my

shuulder every minube ol the day in
catn,” Kirkland Y

‘What Kerkland calls his “short luse™ re-
sulted in a reboke fram Crcuit judge 80C
Musrynski after a 1995 musder
which, secording 10 1hen-prosecitor Wil-
i G May, Kirkland “sort of dung a ¢ char
in iy direction. . &

Murryrnin omdered Kirkland 1o wrile
letiers ol apology to Circuwit Iud!- Melaus-
rce b Paul, May, and each juroe, ahed
mate, cherk and bailiif in the cowrimoom. -

I dhdn’t ey 1o showve the chae” Kirk
land explams. 1wk pusbung i aside o
Bel o ham

"I 1hink you've got 1o have a shorl fuse
1o be a nal lawyer, you can’l be calm,™
Kirkland says. ) probably wouldn't Throw
another chasi, | learned oy lesson

"1 rught throw a table =
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